Experimental models of distal renal tubular acidosis.
A number of potential defects may impair acidification either directly or indirectly in the CCT, the OMCT, the IMCD, or in all segments. These defects are summarized in Table 1. Findings from studies in animal models of DRTA have enhanced out understanding of the pathophysiological basis of these disorders. Nevertheless, considerable effort needs to be directed in the future toward defining the cellular basis of these defects, especially in the inherited forms of classical hypokalemic DRTA, for which an adequate experimental model does not yet exist.